
 
 
 
 

Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 

August 9-15, 2026 

 

Schedule, Rules, Scoring, Trophies,  

Optional Jackpots & Waivers 
 
 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 
Sunday, August 9 – Team Briefing 

6pm to 8pm, Royal Kona Resort 
 
Team and Captains gather at Royal Kona Resort “Mai Tai Bar” for rules briefing. Sign will be 
posted at the bar entrance. Heavy appetizers and cash bar. 
 
Monday, August 10 to Friday, August 14 – Fishing 

 
Teams should gather at 5:45AM at Royal Kona Resort lobby entrance. Shuttles will depart at 
6:00AM for the Honokohau Harbor fuel dock. 
 
Once all team teams are loaded aboard, boats will depart the harbor and “start fishing” will 
begin at 6:30AM. Stop fishing will be at 3:30PM each afternoon. Boats will return to the fuel 
dock/weigh station and the shuttles back to Royal Kona Resort will depart about 4PM. 
 
Boats will have a light breakfast as well as lunch and snacks onboard. Bottled water, beers, and 
some cocktails are also provided. Teams are welcome to bring any other specific food or drink 
options they may prefer beyond that. 
 
Appetizers and a cash bar will be available Monday through Friday between 4:30PM and 
6:30PM at the upper level of the hotel’s “Mai Tai Bar” each day for teams to mingle and enjoy 
(same location as the meet and greet on Sunday night). 
 
Saturday, August 15 – Awards Reception 

6:30PM to 9:30PM, Royal Kona Resort 
 
6:30PM Cash bar opens, live music 
7:30PM Dinner buffet followed with awards presentation 
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2026 TOURNAMENT RULES & SCORING 

While all efforts are made to keep this information current, all published rules shall be 

considered unofficial. Official rules will be distributed and announced at the registration check-

in and captains meeting. All participants agree to the terms of these rules by participating in the 

tournament. 

 

• Eligible species: blue marlin, black marlin, striped marlin, sailfish, spearfish, ahi 
(yellowfin tuna) 

• IGFA rules will apply. 

• 50-pound-class tackle only. 

• Teams rotate boats each day at the direction of tournament organizers. 

• Lines in at 6:30AM daily 

• Lines out at 3:30PM daily; any fish hooked and called in to Tournament Control prior to 
Lines Out may be fought to conclusion.  

• All billfish hookups, releases, and boated fish must be reported to Tournament Control, 
including the boat name, team name, angler name and species. Billfish releases should be 
called in after the fish is officially released, and boated fish should be called in once the 
fish is onboard. 

• Weigh station will be open from 3:30PM to 5:00PM; any boat wishing to weigh early 
must contact Tournament Control.  

• 300-pound minimum weight for qualifying blue and black marlin to be boated. Any blue 
or black weighed over 300 pounds will receive 1.333 points per pound. Example: a 350-
pound marlin weighed will score 467 points. 

• Bonus points will be awarded to weighed fish in the following fashion: 
o The largest qualifying blue or black marlin weighed each day will receive 100 

bonus points.  
o Any blue or black weighed over 500 pounds will receive 100 bonus points. 
o The largest blue or black weighed at the end of the tournament will receive 100 

bonus points. 

• Release points will be awarded in the following fashion: 
o Blue or black marlin = 300 points 
o Striped marlin or sailfish =150 points 
o Spearfish =100 points 

• All releases must be captured on video and supplied to Tournament Control by 6:30PM 
on the day of its catch to earn release points. Each team is responsible for supplying its 
own video equipment and personnel. The video must show all four of the following 
components to receive release points: 

o Clear identification of the angler 
o Clear identification of the species 
o Leader/mainline connection clearly visible inside the rod tip, swivel reeled all the 

way to the rod tip, OR a team member touching the leader while the fish is still 
hooked 

o Full release of the fish, showing the line being cut, hook removed, or fish 
swimming away freely 



• Ahi (yellowfin tuna) will also count towards your overall points total. The minimum 
weight for any ahi weighed will be 100 pounds. Any Ahi caught over 100 pounds will 
score 1.333 points per pound. Example: a 120-pound ahi will score 160 points. 

• Communications: The official tournament VHF channel will be 72. In the event that 
channel 72 is not available, the backup channel will be 68. During the last hour of fishing 
each day, all hookups must be reported. Boated fish should be called in once the fish is 
on board. Tournament Control cell-phone number 561-267-2674 will be available for 
team communications and to receive videos for verification.  

• Tiebreakers: Any tie breakers on weight or release points will go to the team achieving 
the tie position first based on time, as noted by the time of release called in to tournament 
control on VHF channel 72. 

• Weather: There is no weather committee. The tournament is conducted on a “fish-at-
your-own-risk” basis. If any portion of the tournament is fished and a team or teams land 
or release fish that match the tournament’s eligible species and minimum weight limits, 
then prizes will be awarded. 

• Cancellation Policy: Registrants who cancel their participation more than 45 days prior 
to the tournament start date will receive a full refund of their deposit along with any 
prepaid base entry fee or optional jackpots. Registrants who cancel within 45 days of the 
tournament start date will sacrifice their deposit but receive a 100% refund of any 
optional jackpots.  

• CatchStat: The Pacific Cup uses CatchStat for registration, team management, and 
private release video verification. CatchStat provides live scoring updates. All content on 
CatchStat is for entertainment purposes only. Content does not replace and may not 
reflect official tournament standings or payout amounts. Official standings can be 
obtained by contacting the tournament committee. 

• Disqualifications: Lack of adherence to IGFA rules, especially those governing 
equipment, tackle, angling practices and mutilation of fish, shall result in disqualification.  

• Protests: Participants may lodge a protest of any catch which they believe was not made 
in accordance with these rules. All protests must be stated in writing and accompanied by 
$1,000 USD. All protests must be in the hands of the tournament director no later than 
8:00 PM on the day of the alleged incident and will be settled on the day of the incident. 
All disputes will be ruled on by the Tournament Committee and shall be final and 
binding. Protest fees will be refunded only if protest is upheld.  

 
Rules committee:  
Capt. Boyd DeCoito, David Ritchie and Lacey Hagler 
 
 
TROPHIES 

 
The following trophies will be awarded: 

• Top team 

• Top boat 

• Top angler 

• Largest marlin of the tournament 

• Largest ahi of the tournament 



OPTIONAL JACKPOTS 

 
All teams entered in The Pacific Cup may elect to participate in optional jackpots for heaviest 
marlin, overall points, and heaviest ahi as detailed below. Only teams entered in each optional 
jackpot category are eligible for prizes within that category. All optional jackpot divisions are 
85% payback.  
 
Categories to be announced.  
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APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION AND  

FULL RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND ASSUMPTION OF RISK: 

 
READ CAREFULLY! This Release affects your legal rights, and its completion is a prerequisite 
for your enrollment and participation in The Pacific Cup (the “Tournament”). Your entry 
indicates your FULL acceptance of these terms.  
 
By entering The Pacific Cup and paying the entry fees, I AGREE AS FOLLOWS: I am applying 
to participate in the Tournament; acceptance of my application is at the sole discretion of the 
Tournament organizers. In consideration of being permitted to apply for, enroll or participate in 
the Tournament and such activities as may be arranged for me in connection with such 
application, enrollment and participation (collectively, the “Tournament Activities”), 
individually for myself and on behalf of my personal representatives, heirs, assigns, executors, 
administrators, and next of kin, and as the vessel’s master (if I am the vessel’s master): 
 

1. I hereby acknowledge that the Tournament Activities are dangerous and hazardous, and 
may entail the risk of serious injury, death, and property or economic damage. I 
understand that the risks include, but are not limited to, dangers posed by inclement 
weather and the inherent risks posed by game fishing. I hereby fully assume all non-
economic and economic risks posed to me by my enrollment and participation in the 
Tournament Activities, whether those risks are known or not and whether those risks are 
foreseen or not. I hereby release and discharge the Tournament, its sponsors and Bonnier 
LLC; each of their respective parent companies, subsidiaries, and affiliated companies; 
the officers, employees, associates, agents, and contractors of all of the foregoing; all 
other Tournament participants; and all location owners and operators (collectively, the 
“Releasees”) of and from any and all claims, suits, causes of action, obligations, 
liabilities, debts, costs, damages, or demands of every kind and nature which I now have 
or which may arise from or in connection with my enrollment and participation in the 
Tournament Activities, whether or not caused or contributed to by the negligence of the 
Releasees or the manner in which the Tournament is conducted by the Releasees. ALL 
TOURNAMENT PARTICIPANTS ARE ADVISED TO OBTAIN THEIR OWN 
INSURANCE COVERAGE. 

2. To the fullest extent permitted by law, I hereby agree to indemnify, defend, and hold 
harmless the Releasees, their heirs, executors, administrators, legal representatives, 
successors, assigns, and parent organizations from any damages, costs, expenses, or 
liabilities, including but not limited to reasonable attorney fees or other professional fees, 
resulting from or in any way connected with the risk posed by the Tournament or 
Tournament Activities, and regardless of whether those risks were caused in full or in 
part by a party indemnified hereunder. 

3. I agree that this Release supersedes any other agreements, written or oral, between the 
parties and is governed by the laws of Florida. I intend this release to be interpreted as 
broadly as possible, and if any portion of this Release is held invalid, I intend the 
remainder to continue in full legal force and effect. 

4. I acknowledge receipt of the rules of the Tournament, and I agree to fully abide thereby. I 
further agree that: (i) I will abide by and accept all decisions made by the Tournament 
organizers or any representative of the Tournament organizers in connection with my 



application, enrollment, or participation in the Tournament; (ii) all such decisions will be 
final, non-appealable, and in the sole discretion of the Tournament organizers or their 
representatives; and (iii) any economic or non-economic consequences to me as a result 
of such decisions are within the scope of the foregoing release. 

 
I HAVE READ THIS RELEASE AND FULLY UNDERSTAND ITS TERMS. I 
UNDERSTAND THAT I HAVE GIVEN UP SUBSTANTIAL LEGAL RIGHTS BY 
ACCEPTING IT. MY ACCEPTANCE AND TOURNAMENT ENTRY IS GIVEN 
VOLUNTARILY, WITHOUT ANY INDUCEMENT OR ASSURANCE BEING MADE TO 
ME, AND I INTEND MY ENTRY TO BE A COMPLETE AND UNCONDITIONAL 
RELEASE OF ALL LIABILITY TO THE GREATEST EXTENT ALLOWED BY LAW. 
 
Participants in Tournaments are advised to obtain their own insurance covering them and their 
vessel’s participation. By entering the tournament, I hereby affirm receipt of the rules of the 
Tournament. I also affirm that I will abide by and accept all decisions made by the Tournament 
committee. 
 

PUBLICITY RELEASE 
In consideration for being permitted to enroll and participate in The Pacific Cup (the 
“Tournament”), I hereby agree to the following terms: 
 

1. I grant the Tournament, Bonnier LLC, and their respective licensees, affiliates, 
successors and assigns (collectively, the “Licensed Parties”) the unrestricted, irrevocable, 
and perpetual worldwide right to record, copy, reproduce, publish, exhibit, perform and 
otherwise exploit (collectively, “use”), and license others to use in any and all media now 
existing and hereinafter developed, without payment of additional compensation, my 
appearance, name, likeness, voice, and statements that I make in interviews connected 
with the Tournament, and any photographic, video or audio materials that I create during 
my participation in the Tournament (collectively, the “Property”), for any purpose, 
including but not limited to advertising and promotion. I hereby waive any right to 
inspect or approve any use of the Property or any materials including the Property. 

2. The Licensed Parties shall have no liability to me relating to the use or publication, as set 
forth herein, of the Property for any reason. For myself and on behalf of my personal 
representatives, heirs, assigns, executors, administrators, and next of kin, I hereby 
irrevocably release and exempt the Licensed Parties from and against all actions, claims 
and demands that I now have or may have in the future arising from or relating to any 
such use or publication of the Property. 

3. Nothing herein obligates the Licensed Parties to make any use of any of the rights set 
forth herein. The rights granted shall not revert to me by reason of the Licensed Parties’ 
lack of use and are irrevocable. 

 
By registering as a participant, you are consenting to our privacy policy and agreeing to grant 
The Marlin Group use of your personal information to send you newsletters, surveys, offers, and 
other emails that may be of interest on behalf of Marlin and our trusted partners. You can opt out 
or amend your email preferences at any time. 


